
LESSON 16 
THE LAND OF BEGINNING AGAIN 

Years ago a poet said: “I wish there was some wonderful place, Called the 
Land of Beginning Again, Where all my mistakes and all my heartaches, And 
all my poor selfish grief, Could be dropped like a shabby old coat door, and 
never put on again.” 

All of us have at times desperately wished for an opportunity to start all 
over again with a new, clean record. The book of Revelation repeatedly 
refers to the privilege of beginning again. 

For example, Revelation 1:5, 6 tells us that Jesus washes evil from our lives 
and we can start over. Revelation 3:8 sets before us an open door to a new 
life. Revelation 10:8-11 explains that after bitter disappointment we must 
begin afresh; and Revelation 21:5 promises that Jesus will make everything 
new. 

Do you know that has lovingly provided for us a public ceremony in which 
the past is symbolically buried and a marvelous new life begins? Nothing in 
all the world compares with this great event for joy, satisfaction, peace and 
relief. It is priceless. 

Jesus presents this momentous and meaningful experience for those who 
would enter His new kingdom. This magnificent event is called baptism. 
Let’s see what Jesus says about this vital matter.  

JESUS COMMANDED BAPTISM 
1. WHAT IS THE GOSPEL COMMISSION? Matt. 28:19 

“Go . . . .and ……………………all nations, ………………………………them.” 

2. IS BAPTISM IMPORTANT? Mark 16:16 

“He that ………………………and is …………………………………shall be …………………, 
but he that ………………………………not shall be ………………………………….” 

3. WHAT ARE SOME FORMS BAPTISM USED TODAY? 



a. Immersion (body submerged backward in water). 
b. Triune immersion (body submerged three times forward). 
c. Aspersion (being sprinkled with water). 
d. Infusion (having water poured on one) 

NOTE: About fifteen different ceremonies are called baptism today and 
people say, “What difference does it make?” We shall see that it makes a 
real difference and we should be eager to follow God’s counsel. 

4. HOW MANY WAYS ARE THERE INTO GOD’S KINGDOM? 
Eph.4:5 

“One……………………, one ………………………, one …………………………………….” 

NOTE: God recognizes only one true form of baptism. All other forms are not 
really baptism at all. 

5. WHAT DOES THE WORD “BAPTISE” MEAN? 

…………………, …………………………, ……………………, …………………, ……………………….. 

NOTE: “Baptize” comes from the Greek word “baptizo,” which means “to 
dip, submerge or immerse.” 

JESU OUR PERFECT PATTERN 
6. WHO IS MY EXAMPLE IN EVERYTHING, INCLUDING 

BAPTISM? 1 Peter 2:21 

…………………………………………… 

7. WHAT FORM DID JOHN USE WHEN HE BAPTIZED JESUS? 
Mark1:9-11 

…………………………………………… 

NOTE: Please note that John baptized Jesus “in” the Jordan River, not on its 
banks. Notice also that Jesus came “ up out of the water,” which indicates 
that He had been down into the water. Virtually all churches agree that 
Jesus was baptized by immersion. 

8. WHAT DID JESUS TELL JOHN WHEN HE FIRST REFUSED TO 
BAPTIZE HIM?  Matt. 3:13-15 



“For thus if ………………………….., us to ………………………….all …………………………” 

NOTE: Jesus did not baptism, but He knew that all of us would need it. So to 
give us a perfect example for righteous living, Jesus requested baptism. 

9. WHY DID JOHN BAPTIZE IN AENON? John 3:23 

“………………………there was much ………………………….there.” 

NOTE: Immersion demands enough water, in contrast to sprinkling (or 
pouring) when a 200-litre drum would suffice to baptize a small army! 

10. WHAT DID PAUL SAY ABOUT THOSE WHO TEACH 
CONTRARY TO SCRIPTURE? Gal.1:11, 12, 8, 9 

“Let him be………………………………………………………………………….” 

NOTE: The curse of heaven rests upon men and angels who attempt to 
change any teachings of Jesus. 

11. DESCRIBE HOE PHILIP BAPTIZED THE ETHIOPIAN 
TREASURER. Acts 8:27-39 

He was baptized by ………………………………………………………………………. 

NOTE: Philip baptized the treasurer in the same way Jesus was baptized. 

BAPTISM IS IMPORTANT 
12. ACCORDING TO JESUS, HOW IMPORTANT IS BAPTISM? 

John3:5 

“……………………..a man be ………………..of ………………and of the ……………………, 
he …………………………enter into the …………………………of ……………………………” 

NOTE: Jesus said Christian baptism is an important part of our response to 
the gospel invitation. Jesus’ cross, which is supremely important, is 
mentioned 28 times in the New Testament. On the other hand, baptism is 
mentioned more than 100 times. At the new birth, or conversion, the 
change in a person’s life is so meaningful that Jesus gives baptism as an 
important part of His gospel commission to His church.(Matt.28:18-20) 



13. WHERE DID THE OTHER FORMS OF BAPTISM COME FROM? 
Matt. 15:9 

Jesus said, “In vain they do worship Me, ……………………………for ………………….. 
the ……………………………………of ……………………..” 

 

NOTE: Misguided men have introduced other forms of baptism with no 
approval from heaven. History is clear that for centuries after the cross, 
baptism by immersion was the form baptism. Other forms of baptism were 
added because they were more convenient. Thus a God-given, sacred 
ceremony has been moved aside by human hands. 

14. SOME SAY BAPTISM BY THE HOLY SPIRIT IS ALL WE NEED. 
IS THIS TRUE? Acts 10:44-48 

According to the Bible, before a person is baptized, the following must take 
place: 

a. He must be taught and must accept Jesus’ teaching. Matt. 28:18-20 
b. He must believe these teachings with all his heart. Mark 16:16 
c. He must repent of his sin. Acts 2:38. 
d. He must turn away from sin. Rom. 6:5, 6; Matt. 3:7, 8 
e. He must experience the new birth. 2Cor. 5:17; John 3:5 

15. IN LIGHT OF THE FOREGOING, SHOULD INFANTS BE 
BAPTIZED?  

…………………………………………………………. 

NOTE: Since infants cannot comply with God’s requirements, no minister 
has a right to baptize them. 

BAPTISM AND SALVATION 
16. IN NOAH’S DAY PEOPLE WERE SAVED BY GOING INTO THE 

ARK. WHAT DOES GOD PROVIDE FOR MAN TODAY? 
1Pet.3:20,21 

“The like ……………………………… whereunto even …………………………….. doth 
also now ………………………….us.” 



NOTE: The ark in the water symbolized safety in Noah’s day, and a person in 
the waters of baptism symbolizes the same today. In both cases the heart 
must first be right. But a right heart without baptism is not enough any 
more a right heart in Noah’s day would have been enough to save from the 
flood without going into the ark. 

17. AS AT THE TIME OF MARRIAGE, WHOSE NAME DO WE 
TAKE AT BAPTISM? Gal. 3:27 

“As many of you as have been …………………………….into Christ…..have put on 
……………………………………” 

NOTE: In baptism we take Christ’s name as a wife takes her husband’s 
name. Baptism is as essential to a Christian as the wedding is to a marriage. 
Both ceremonies must be based on deep-seated love and full 
understanding, if they are to be meaningful.  

18. ARE THE REDEEMED CALLED THE BRIDE OF JESUS IN 
REVELATION? Rev. 21:9 

“I will show thee the …………………….., the Lamb’s ……………………………………” 

NOTE: In Revelation the lamb represents Jesus, the Lamb of God, slain for 
our sins. 

19. HOW DO WE HONOUR THE DEATH, BURIAL AND 
RESURRECTION OF JESUS? Rom. 6:4-6 

………………………   ………………………………………   ………………………………… 

Meditate on these three great events in Jesus’ experience on earth. 

NOTE: Salvation centres on Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection. 
(1Cor.15:3,4). Baptism by immersion represents all three. There is DEATH to 
sin. Next a BURIAL beneath the water. Then a RESURRECTION from the 
water to an entirely new life. No other form of baptism fits this symbolism. 

20. WHAT CEREMONY BRINGS  US INTO GOD’S TRUE CHURCH? 
1Cro. 12:13 

“For by one …………………………..are we all …………………………into one ……………” 



NOTE: Baptism is the official act which makes one a member of Christ’s 
body. His body is His church. (Col. 1:18). The Bible is clear on the importance 
of becoming members of God’s church. (Acts 2:47). Jesus has made baptism 
the symbol of entrance into His spiritual kingdom.  

 

21.  IS REBAPTISM EVER PROPER? Acts 19:2-5 

YES! Here we have a Bible example. 

NOTE: Rebaptism is proper when major new light is received into one’s 
spiritual life. 

Those also who go out into a life of disobedient and then come back to the 
Lord and His church, should consider rebaptism. 

Many people today are rebaptized when they learn of the Sabbath truth and 
other important truths to which their lives must conform in order to follow 
Jesus. 

BAPTISM PLEASES JESUS 
22. ONCE A PERSON MEETS JESUS’ CONDITIONS FOR BAPTISM, 

HOW SOON SHOULD ONE BE BAPTIZED? Acts 22:16 

“Arise, and be ……………………………..”  DO IT NOW! 

23. WHEN I REFUSE BAPTISM, WHO AM I REJECTING? Luke7:30 

I am rejecting the “counsel of ………………………..” 

24.  WHEN JESUS WAS BAPTIZED, WHAT DID THE HEAVENLY 
FATHER SAY? Mark 1:11 

“Thou art My ……………………… Son, in whom I am ………………..  ………………” 

25. IS BEING LIKE JESUS VERY IMPORTANT TO YOU? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

26. IS IT IMPORTANT FOR YOU TO BE BAPTIZED THE SAME 
WAY JESUS WAS BAPTIZED? 



 


